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A Lesson in Humility 
By W. M. Czamanske 


HEN gathered with the chosen 
Twelve 
Within the upper room’s retreat, 
The Saviour girded up His loins 
And washed His own disciples’ feet, 


“Ye call me Master and your Lord, 
And yet ye have refused to do 

What no true servants leave undone: 
To serve their Lord as I served you.” 


Thus He revealed His lowly heart 

And His great precept, “Learn of me,” 
That we might follow after Him 

And walk in true humility. 


" 
Temptation in Disguise 


Recognizing temptation as such is 
one of the first steps toward victory. If 
the Devil can blind our eyes to the real 
significance of the temptation, he has 
already made inroads into the citadel 
of the heart where Christ should be in 
complete control. For instance, Satan 
makes repeated attacks on Christian 
workers to try to discourage them, and 
he may present the discouragement as 
the logical conclusion of their own calm, 
clear thinking. Now God may some- 
times move His workers from one posi- 
tion to another but He does not dis- 
courage them, “For God hath not given 
us the spirit of fear; but of power, and 
of love, and of a sound mind” (2 Tim. 
1:7). So when thoughts of discourage- 
ment come, they must be recognized 
at once for what they are: fiery darts 
of the Evil One, which can be quenched 


on the shield of faith in our faithful God. 
He “is able to make all grace abound 
toward you; that ye, always having all 
sufficiency in all things, may abound to 
every good work” (2 Cor. 9:8). Again, 
the Devil may present some sinful pleas- 
ure under the guise of a perfectly harm- 
less pastime which will hurt no one else 
and will not hurt us. But he lulls us 
to sleep, making us forget the vital need 
for maintaining unbroken communion 
with the Lord Jesus in order that He 
may be our victory, and making us care- 
less of our testimony before others. Or, 
Satan may trap us in the midst of an 
argument. We may have begun by de- 
fending a point which is right and good, 
but we may imperceptibly shift from 
standing for the right to wanting our 
own rights. If the Devil can stir up our 
anger, he has gained a victory, for this 
spoils the argument and does great harm 


to our own spirits. There are many 
bugle calls in the New Testament to 
arouse us from the spiritual drowsiness 
that allows Satan to gain the ascendancy 
over us. Here are some: “Awake to 
righteousness, and sin not; for some have 
not the knowledge of God: I speak this 
to your shame” (1 Cor, 15:34). “Be 
sober, be vigilant; because your adver- 
sary the devil, as a roaring lion, walketh 
about, seeking whom he may devour” 
(1 Pet. 5:8). “Take heed, brethren, lest 
there be in any of you an evil heart 
of unbelief, in departing from the living 
God” (Heb. 3:12). We are no match for 
the Devil ourselves, but before Christ 
he is a conquered foe. Christ in the 
believer is “the hope of glory” (Col. 
1:27); and as we rest on Him and allow 
Him to have full sway in our lives, He 
will meet and foil the attacks of the 
enemy. 
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Temperance Notes 


By Ernest Gordon 


EEP eyes on France! Great things 
kK are coming out of that land that 

the advertisement-enslaved press 
of the United States will never report. 
The following, for example: 

On December 2, 1954, the French Min- 
ister of Public Health, M. André Mon- 
teil, stood up in the French National 
Assembly and said: 

“There are many ways of murdering 
men. One who kills a man on the street 
corner at least risks the guillotine. Those 
who distill poison, though they are not 
liable to human courts, should be as- 
sured of our contempt. And they await 
the judgment of God.” And the Assem- 
bly applauded! 








Comfort for Dark Days 





“But the Lord hath taken you, 
and brought you forth out of the 
iron furnace, even out of Egypt, 
to be unto him a people of inherit- 
ance, as ye are this day” (Deut. 


4:20). 
neal 




















————— 





When will they say that of Schenley 
and Seagram in the House of Represen- 
tatives? 





The Congress of Psychiatrists and Neu- 
rologists of France and French-speaking 
lands, which met in Liége, Belgium, 
in August, 1954, adopted the following 
resolution offered by Dr. Paul Cossa, its 
secretary-general: 

“The Congress of French Psychiatrists 
and Neurologists, in view of the fact 
that the different treatments for chronic 
alcoholism, even when obligatory and 
accompanied with postcure measures, can 
constitute only individual palliatives, in- 
capable of arresting the progress of 
[social] alcoholism, the true antialcohol 
fight consisting in restriction by legisla- 
tive way of the manufacture and con- 
sumption of alcoholic drinks. 

“After observing the happy results ob- 
tained in Belgium and Switzerland, 
thanks to even relatively mild meas- 
ures. 

“Considers its duty to urge on the 
Governments mentioned [that is, of 
French-speaking lands] the extreme 
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need of adopting all necessary legisla- 
tive measures.” 





It is along these lines that the French 
Government is beginning to move. Of 
his program, the former Premier M. 
Mendés-France, said: 

“It should be clearly understood that 
it is not a question of imposing a kind 
of prohibition upon the French people. 
It has to do with making men free, con- 
scious of the dangers that menace them, 
and to aid them to avoid these dangers. 

“To fight the truly dramatic plague 
which alcoholism is, we need the sup- 
port of public opinion in its entirety. 

“In these matters, as in so many others, 
it suffices to tell the truth to the coun- 
try to have the country with it.” 

Let us illustrate with steps already 
being taken. Speaking at Annecy in 
October, M. Mendés-France said: “We 
have decided to devote two-thirds of 
the production of sugar beets to the pro- 
duction of sugar instead of to the now 
usual production of alcohol. We prefer 
to produce more sugar, a useful food, 
and less alcohol, useless and ofter harm- 
ful.” 

M. Pierre Coutin of the General Com- 
missariat tells us that the Government 
plan looks to a reduction by one-half 
of alcohol production in France. 

An official decree of September 14, 
1954, prohibited the importation of the 
stronger liquors, fortified wines, apéri- 
tifs, and certain spirits into the 
drenched French colonies. The Gover- 
nor-General of French West Africa on 
July 22, 1954, appointed a permanent 
committee for the prevention and re- 
pression of alcoholism. This is composed 
of all sections of society, chambers of 
commerce, press, labor unions, health 
authorities, directors of education, and 
the like. Plans have been drawn up for 
antialcohol teaching in schools, by cin- 
ema, radio, press, posters. Local com- 
mittees are to be established in every 
colonial territory of the Federation to 
carry on the campaign. Alcool ou 
Santé, third quarter, ’54, p. 29. 

All this is but a bare beginning! 





It is a common practice among drink- 
ers, after a drinking bout, to take sleep- 
ing tablets or headache powders to over- 
come the aftereffects of drink. This 





Note.—I have published through the 
National W.C.T.U. Publishing House, 
Evanston, Ill., twenty antialcohol tracts, 
most of which deal with the latest scien- 
tific statements regarding alcoholism. Price 
varies from 2 to 4 cents, but the entire 
list costs 50 cents, plus postage. I com- 
mend especially No. 2 on the “Hereditary 
Consequences of Alcoholism” and No. 16, 
“The Brain-Ruined Children of Alcoholics.” 
Nos. 13, 14, and 15 deal with the “In- 
comparable Successes of Prohibition,” 
world over, 4 cents each. No. 4 reports 
“French Scientists on Wine.” No. 3 is on 
“Alcohol and the Army.” No. 1 gives the 
opinions of eighteen Swiss physicians. No 
12 is a thrilling statement of John Pier- 
pont for the Massachusetts drys of 1838. 
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is a more important fact than one might 
think, especially in its relation to traf- 
fic accidents. Two narcotics of different 
type, combined, are a double danger, 
especially to the alertness which auto 
driving demands. ’ 

But pharmacologists have discovered 
that there is vastly more than a double 
danger. The increase in narcotic action 
is not merely the sum of the two but 
far more. Jetter and McLean have writ- 
ten on “poisoning by the synergistic 
(i.e., co-operating) effect of phenobarb- 
ital and alcohol.” The results of their 
observations can be summarized in the 
following table: 


Thiopental Alcohol The two 

combined 

(Duration of sleep in minutes after adminis- 
tration of above indicated narcotics) 


Mice ...... 6.7 5 32.7 
aR 21.4 12.5 117.0 
ee 38.8 9.0 71.5 


Thus the combined action of the two 
drugs far surpasses the sum of their 
separate action. Illustration of the dead- 
liness of the combination is given. A 
woman had consumed much liquor at a 
cocktail party and, on her return home, 
took two sleeping tablets, then went to 
bed. She was found dead a little later. 
The alcohol and barbiturates taken sep- 
arately would not have been followed 
by this grave result. Taken so closely 
together they caused death. 

Moeller has found that the combina- 
tion in use of morphine and alcohol also 
can cause instant death. 

The point as to traffic accidents is ob- 
vious. Drivers who have been con- 
sciously “moderate” at banquets, and 
have then taken tablets for headache or 
for other reasons, run the risk of being 
much more than doubly incapacitated 
for driving by the united action of two 
poisonous narcotics, 


w 
Notes on Open Letters 


Christians and 
Prize-Winning Contests 


Yesterday we received at our house 
a copy of a magazine devoted to 
needlework, and in the center spread 
was an ad of the Bible Institute 
of The ad was the first of a 
series of puzzles to which you send in 
your solution with a $2 bill to be ap- 
plied to their expansion building fund. 
After a series of tie-breaker puzzles, 
someone will win, I think it was, 
$8,000 as a first prize. 

Similar puzzle ads have appeared 
in our local papers for a number of 
secular organizations. I’ve always felt 
that the puzzle-prize package of this 
sort was not far removed from the 
Irish Sweepstakes, and, frankly, I’m 
surprised to see a Bible institute using 
it. However, I’m only a confessed 
crank, and probably the only one of 
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the kind. Well, I’d like your comment. 

—A Rhode Island reader. 

The Editors have not seen the detailed 
rules of the contest mentioned by the 
Rhode Island reader. However, from 
the information given it would seem 
that this money-raising device is, to say 
the least, questionable for any Christian 
organization. Sincere Christians are ad- 
monished to avoid even any appearance 
of evil (1 Thess. 5:22). 

The plan may be legal in the state in 
which it is conducted and advertised, 
but this does not make it worthy of 
Christian approval. Horse racing is 
legalized in some states. Gambling of 
all sorts is legalized in Nevada. Are 
Christians justified in indulging in such 
legal forms of gambling? Not at all. 

There is a moral principle involved in 
gambling and certain prize-winning con- 
tests which Christians must not over- 
look. Any device that takes from an 
individual any amount of money, how- 
ever small, or any personal property, 
and does not give an honest and fair 
return is immoral and violates the Chris- 
tian principle, “Whatsoever ye would 
that men should do to you, do ye even so 
to them” (Matt. 7:12). The fact that 
both parties agree to a certain plan or 
risk does not alter the fact that someone 
gains as the result of another’s loss. 
Neither does a worthy end justify the 
questionable means used. Right here lies 
the wrong in blanket clubs, stocking 
clubs, and chances of all sorts. 

In the case in question, it may be 
argued that the two dollars which the 
contestants contribute is a gift for a 
building fund. The fact remains, how- 
ever, that answers to be considered must 
be accompanied by $2. The $8,000 prize 
money has to be paid by someone, and 
it does not seem likely that the Bible 
institute is offering this amount without 
being reasonably sure of a far greater 
return. There is nothing to indicate that 
the winner will be doing anything like 
$8,000 worth of work for his prize, and 
the whole scheme contributes, therefore, 
to the evil that has been the scourge of 
our nation for many years—the idea of 
getting something for nothing. The 
Editors feel that the Rhode Island reader 
is correct in believing that this scheme 
is not far removed from some of the 
much publicized and popular gambling 
schemes. 

But, aside from all this, what a tragedy 
it is that a Bible institute should stoop 
to such a device of the world to raise 
money for its growth. Is not.«its very 
reason for existence the need for in- 
structing young men and women in the 
Word of God and training them to be 
Bible teachers and Christian workers? 
Should it not, first of all, be an example 
to its students in ethics and Christian 
practices, and follow the Word’s admo- 
nition: “Be careful [anxious] for noth- 
ing; but in every thing by prayer and 

(Continued on page 409) 
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TIBWELL BIBLE WSRARY 


lll. Things a Christian Should Know 


“That my Redeemer liveth” 





portant matters that every Christian 

should know, but that, neverthe- 
less, we are prone to forget and thereby 
lose a great deal of the blessing that 
God has for us and that He will give 
to us if we live in the light of these 
great truths. We have already consid- 
ered two of these things. First was 
“My Own Helplessness,” that is to say, 
apart from Jesus Christ and His grace, I 
am utterly unable, of myself, to live a 
moment on the plane that God demands 
—the plane of His holy will, which alone 
is well-pleasing to Him. The second 
thing is that I do not belong to myself 
but to the Lord Jesus Christ, who gave 
Himself for me, and therefore it is my 
solemn obligation and privilege so to 
live that in all things He may be glori- 
fied. * 

The third great reality of which I 
should always be conscious is found in 
the Book of Job, the 19th chapter, the 
25th and 26th verses (A.S.V.), in which 
we find these words, “But as for me 
I know that my Redeemer liveth, and 
at last he will stand up upon the earth: 
and after my skin, even this body, is 
destroyed, then without my flesh shall 
I see God.” You will remember the 
circumstances of Job, the man who made 
this tremendous declaration of faith. He 
was a wealthy man, with a large family 
and large possessions, Satan asked God, 
saying, “Doth Job serve God for nought?” 

' By that he implied that Job’s faithful 
service to God was rendered, not from 
any real love for God or desire to serve 
Him, but simply because he had found 
that it paid in material wealth to be 
obedient to God’s laws. 


Job, An Object Lesson 

God saw fit to make of Job an object 
lesson to Satan and to all mankind. He 
gave the Devil permission to lay his 
hands upon Job’s possessions, and then 
upon his family, and upon his body, in 
order to show him that Job’s faith and 
devotion to God was real, and was not 
merely a matter of being good in order 
to gain material blessings and prosperity. 
As the result, all in a day, bandits came 
and drove off Job’s immense flocks and 
herds, then his children were all killed 
by a whirlwind, which wrecked the 
house in which they were feasting to- 
gether, and finally Job was smitten from 
head to foot with a loathsome skin dis- 
ease and broke out in boils. Even his 
wife turned upon him and told him to 
curse God and die, and his three friends, 
who came to comfort him in his distress, 
only added to his misery by assuring 
him that all this suffering and sorrow 
was clearly God’s judgment upon him 


"TPeorean are a number of very im- 


It is a marvelous comfort to know 
that Christ died in our stead nearly 
two thousand years ago and thus de- 
livered us frém the penalty of our 
sin. But it is equally blessed to 
realize that our Saviour “ever liveth 
to make intercession” for us (Heb. 
7:25). Not only has the original sin, 
in which we all share by inheritance, 
been taken care of, but every present 
need is met by our living High 
Priest who pleads our case at the 
Father’s right hand. 

This third in Dr. Soltau’s series 
emphasizes the assurance and en- 
couragement in this great truth that 
our Redeemer lives today. Next 
week he will discuss “Whom I Have 
Believed.” 








because of some grievous sin that he 
had committed, and therefore he must 
hurry up and repent and confess that 
God’s blessing might once again rest 
upon him. Through the weary rounds 
of discussion and argument by his 
friends, Job maintained his innocence, 
and though he could not understand 
why God had permitted sorrow upon 
sorrow to come upon him, he stead- 
fastly refused to give way to his friends’ 
pleas and admit some wickedness that 
he had not committed. 

In the depths of his bewilderment, he 
cried out the declaration at the begin- 
ning of this article, “As for me I know 
that my Redeemer liveth.” He knew 
that though God’s presence and power 
was not being revealed on his behalf, 
there was a time coming when it would 
be seen. I like to link with this verse 
the words of Peter, “Knowing that ye 
were redeemed not with corruptible 
things, with silver or gold, from your 
vain manner of life handed down from 
your fathers; but with precious blood, 
as of a lamb without blemish and with- 
out spot, even the blood of Christ: who 
was foreknown indeed before the foun- 
dation of the world, but was manifested 
at the end of the times for your sake, 
who through him are believers in God, 
that raised him from the dead and gave 
him glory: so that your faith and hope 
might be in God” (1 Pet. 1:18-21, A.S.V.), 
Peter is here speaking of our Redeemer 
who gave His life for us but was raised 
from the dead and is living today. We, 
too, can say, “But as for me, I know 
that my Redeemer liveth.” It is a won- 
derful thing to know that He who died 
for us is alive and gloriously alive, and, 
moreover, is intensely interested and 
concerned with our welfare and our 
daily growth in grace. Sometimes we 
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are liable to think of the Lord Jesus 
Christ as having lived and died for us 
nearly 2,000 years ago. It was so long 
ago that we wonder if He is living today, 
or, at least, if He is interested in us 
and acquainted with our daily circum- 
stances as we would like Him to be. Let 
us not forget that He Himself said, “Are 
not two sparrows sold for a penny? and 
one of them shall not fall on the ground 
without your Father: but the very hairs 
of your head are all numbered. Fear 
ye not therefore: ye are of more value 
than many sparrows” (Matt. 10:29-31, 
AS.V). 

But that is not all; Job then goes on 
in his wonderful statement of faith to 
assert his knowledge and conviction that 
one day his Redeemer would stand up 
upon the earth, and that he himself 
(Job) would see God. He was perfectly 
certain that one day his faith in his Re- 
deemer would be absolutely vindicated 
and vindicated publicly, so that even those 
who had ridiculed and criticized him 
would be forced to realize and to confess 
the mistake that they had made, and that 
he himself would have the privilege of 
seeing his Creator face to face in per- 
fect communion. The Hebrew of this 
verse is a little obscure and has been 
translated in two ways. In the King 
James Version, Job says that he real- 
izes that “in my flesh shall I see God,” 
while in the Revised Version he states 
that, after his body has been destroyed 
he, without his flesh, would see God. 
In either case he was certain that he 
would see God, and that God would per- 
sonally vindicate him for his faith and 
obedience, 


We, Too, Shall Live 

It is the same wonderful truth that is 
taught so clearly in the New Testament 
that we, too, shall be publicly and uni- 
versally vindicated at the return of the 
Lord Jesus Christ in person, in power, 
and in glory, when “every eye shall see 
him, and they that pierced him; and all 
the tribes of the earth shall mourn over 
him” (Rev. 1:7, A.S.V.). But we, too, 
need not stop at this point. We, too, 
have been given the promise that we 
shall see God. At the moment we leave 
this world in death and are absent from 
the body we are at home with the Lord. 
To be with Christ is very far better 
than to remain on earth, especially in 
these days with all the temptations and 
complex problems and sorrows that are 
the common lot of us all. We, too, have 
been promised a new resurrection body 
that is to be like the body of His glory. 
It will be a body free from all the limi- 
tations of age, of weakness, and of dis- 
ease; a body unstained by sin and that 
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-will be perfect and glorious and fit to 
be presented in the presence of God the 
Father as a trophy of the grace of the 
Son of His love. Body, soul, and spirit 
—all are to be without blemish and 
spotless through the work of our Re- 
deemer, who once died for us on the 
cross at Calvary, but now liveth and is 
seated at the right hand of the throne 
of God, where He ever liveth to make 
intercession for us and is therefore able 
to save unto the uttermost all that come 
unto God by Him. 

These are the clear statements of God’s 
Word and should be part of the 
unshakable conviction of every true 
Christian. These are the things that re- 
main with us in times of sorrow, of 
temptation, and of discouragement, when 
things look dark and the road ahead 
seems rough and difficult. These are the 
convictions that put iron into our souls 
and give us a lift and new hope and 
certainty. These are things that we need 
to know, if we are to withstand adversity 
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when it comes and to meet it victoriously 
and unashamed and unafraid. It was 
his deep conviction concerning these 
matters that caused Paul to burst out 
in his triumphant shout, “O death, where 
is thy victory? O death, where is thy 
sting? but thanks be to God, 
who giveth us the victory through our 
Lord Jesus Christ. Wherefore, my be- 
loved brethren, be ye steadfast, unmov- 
able, always abounding in the work of 
the Lord, forasmuch as ye know that 
your labor is not vain in the Lord” 
(1 Cor. 15:55-58, A.S.V.). 


Our God and Father, we praise 
Thee for the glory of Thy purposes 
for every one of Thy children and 
the greatness of Thy promises to us. 
Grant to us new faith, we pray, to 
lay hold upon them, to rest in them 
and to rejoice as they are fulfilled 
in our daily lives, and we ask it all 
in the name of Thy Son, Jesus Christ 
our Lord, Amen. 

(To be continued) 


The Deceptiveness of Liquor Advertising 


Why the liquor interests never tell the real truth about their products 


HE keynote of liquor advertising was 

never better expressed than in this 
sentence: “One never saw a liquor ad- 
vertisement with a well-dressed, distin- 
guished man being carried out of his 
club, feet foremost.” 1 

The Hon. Joseph R. Bryson, who in- 
troduced in the House of Representatives 
in Washington a bill to prohibit liquor 
advertising in interstate commerce, ex- 
pressed it like this: “Liquor advertis- 
ing is deceptive. The advertisements 
make drinking appear attractive. They 
cleverly conceal the end results. They 
print pretty labels in glorious colors, 
and show men of successful business 
and professional types drinking in at- 
tractive home or club surroundings with 
beautiful women. If the artists told the 
whole truth, they would portray also, 
for instance, a wreck of humanity, pos- 
sibly still young, incapable of holding 
a job, or of supporting his heartbroken 
wife and homeless children. There are 
certain streets here in Washington where 
pictures could be obtained for truthful 
liquor advertising that would balance 
the glamor with the inevitable sordid- 
ness.” 

Should liquor manufacturers be re- 
quired by law to put a skull and cross- 
bones in every liquor advertisement? 
Dr. R. H. Martin, president of the Na- 
tional Reform Federation, thinks so. 
Liquor advertising is unfair to American 
youth, he believes. “They know little, 
very little, about the nature of beverage 
alcohol—that it is a narcotic poison and 





1Francis C. Chambers, Jr., in the Ladies 
Home Journal, November, 1948, p. 229. 
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a habit-forming drug; about its devastat- 
ing effects upon the American people. 
On the other hand, in newspapers and 
magazines, and especially over the radio 
and television, they are constantly bom- 
barded with glamorous advertising to 
popularize and glorify the beverage use 
of alcoholic liquors. Never do these 
advertisements so much as hint that the 
drinking of these beverages is prohibited 
by law to minors, or that there is any 
danger connected with their use, any 
injury resulting therefrom. .., By omis- 
sion, they deceive, they lie to our youth.” 

Mrs. W, J. H. McKnight of the United 
Presbyterian Church of North America, 
whose denomination stands for total ab- 
stinence from all alcoholic beverages, 
declared, “We resent this invasion [by 
liquor advertising] of our homes, and, 
especially the insidious campaign to ex- 
ploit and seduce the youth and children 
in our homes. . . . Drinking is pictured 
as glamorous and gracious, the smart 
thing to do, an absolute must if one 
is to be the life of the party. . , . Never, 
never is the real truth told or pictured 
—no skid rows; no men of distinction 
who have become men of extinction; no 
winos; no wrecked cars with broken, 
bleeding victims mixed with~ broken, 
flowing bottles. Never are the end re- 
sults of this product shown.” 

Dr. Caradine R. Hootoh, executive sec- 
retary of the Methodist Board of Tem- 
perance, insists that “advertising de- 
signed to force a product on a society 
by clever devices of deception preys 
upon human weaknesses and multiplies 
the miseries of men.” 
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Dr. Sam Morris, widely known tem- 
perance speaker, declares: “The adver- 
tisers of beverage alcohol utter no cau- 
tion, sound no warning, and give no 
indication that there is ever any unpleas- 
antness connected with its use. They 
glorify it with wholesome public accept- 
ance, harmless, refreshment, social cour- 
tesy, domestic tranquillity, and personal 
enjoyment. Such a one-sided glorifica- 
tion of this habit-forming, narcotic, poi- 
sonous drug is dishonest, deceptive, and 
dangerous and should be prohibited by 
law.” 

Speaking of misrepresentation in beer 
advertising, Dr. Clayton M. Wallace, sec- 
retary of the National Temperance 
League, said: “No beer advertising is 
honest so long as it fails to warn of the 
presence of alcohol in beer, and of the 
known capacity of alcohol to affect judg- 
ment, self-control, driving skill, and gen- 
eral performance ability. No beer ad- 
vertising is honest which seeks to imply 
good health or social prestige resulting 
from beer drinking. No beer advertis- 
ing is honest which fails to warn against 
the habit-forming nature of alcohol and 
its capacity to affect personality and 
character. No beer advertising is honest 
which fails to indicate the part which 
alcohol plays in crimes, diverces, de- 
linquency, and in alcoholism itself. 

“The brewers can’t advertise the hon- 
est, scientific facts about their product. 
If they did, they would sell little beer.” 

A Pennsylvania W.C.T.U, leader gave 
this illustration: “In the city of Pitts- 
burgh we have experienced a wave of 
juvenile crime. One boy, not quite six- 
teen, made the headlines as the Kick 
Killer. He was described by character 
witnesses as a quiet boy—not a trouble- 
maker—but, with his brain befogged by 
three bottles of beer, he kicked a man 
to death. His white, haggard face, also 
the picture of his brokenhearted mother, 
is still before me as he was led away to 
spend the best years of his young life 
in a pepal institution. Beer was in- 
volved. This is one of the tragic results 
of indulgence which will never appear 
on the television screen in connection 
with alcohol advertising.” 

The Rev. A. W. Smith of Orlando, Fla., 
condemns the brewers for sponsoring 
athletic events to win the favor and 
the patronage of youth, and adds: “The 
advertising studiously conceals and care- 
fully avoids any revelation of hidden in- 
jurious elements in the alcoholic bev- 
erages promoted. . . . The consequence 
is, that those who yield to the adver- 
tiser’s appeal are both deceived and 
cheated, and society pays for the result- 
ing drunkenness and crime, poverty, 
and disease.” 

The concealment in alcohol advertis- 
ments of the ill effects of drinking was 
once defended by a leader of the liquor 
industry. He sought to draw an analogy 
between the liquor industry and the 
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Lesson for June 5 


automobile industry. He said, “The 
automobile industry does not advertise 
its wrecks, so why should we?” The 
falsity of this analogy is readily ap- 
parent, \ 

A littl&é boy said to a tavern owner, 
“Mister, your sign is down.” The owner 
did not believe the boy, but the lad 
persisted, “Yes, Mister, your sign is 
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down; just go out and see.” Finally the 
tavern owner went to the door. The boy 
pointed to a drunk lying by the curb. 
“There’s your sign, Mister, your sign’s 
down all right.” 

Only when people see the end results 
of drinking do they realize how decep- 
tive are the liquor advertisements, 


NASHVILLE, TENN, 


Why God's Word admonishes us to humility and how it may be achieved 


HOUGH much has been written about 

Christian humility, perhaps fewer 
Christians truly desire this virtue than 
any of the others mentioned in God’s 
Word. We should be humbled to the 
dust when we think of the humility of 
the Godhead. God who created the uni- 
verse, and holds all in place, bends His 
ear to the cries of His earthly children. 
“He telleth the number of the stars,” 
and, “He healeth the broken heart” (Psa. 
147:4, 3). 

If we are to be molded in the image 
of our Saviour, we must be willing to 
acquire those traits of character that 
reach their perfection in Him. The Son 
of God laid aside the glory that was 
His in Heaven, and came to earth as a 
dependent babe, accepting the limita- 
tions of humanity and becoming perfect 
man. “He humbled himself and became 
obedient unto death, even the death of 
the cross” that He might save sinful 
man, 

Jesus told His disciples that He came 
“not to be ministered unto but to min- 
ister.” In His last hours with them be- 
fore the Crucifixion, He gave them a 
precious example of humble service, as 
He took the implements of the lowest 
servant in the household and washed 
the feet of His disciples. Are we will- 
ing to follow Him in serving others in 
the lowliest ministries? 

We also must be humble because it is 
the will of God for His children. He 
tells us this throughout the entire Bible; 
“Be clothed with humility: for God re- 
sisteth the proud, and giveth grace to 
the humble” (1 Pet, 5:5); “Serving the 
Lord with all humility of mind” (Acts 
20:19); “I dwell in the high and holy 
place, with him also that is of a contrite 
and humble spirit, to revive the spirit 
of the humble” (Isa. 57:15); also, “Be- 
fore honour is humility” (Prov. 15:33b); 
and, “By humility and the fear of the 
Lord are riches, and honour, and life” 
(Prov. 22:4). 

God cannot use the Christian who is 
not of a humble spirit or at least is not 
willing to be made humble. God can- 
not win others or nourish others through 
us, if we possess a proud spirit, or if 
our words and thoughts are filled with 
self. He will use us if we are willing 
simply to be channels for the work of 
the Holy Spirit. The truly humble man 


By MILDRED H. CORBETT 


does not recognize his own humility; he 
sees only his sins and his failures, and 
how far short he comes of God’s pattern 
for him, 

“Humble yourselves therefore under 
the mighty hand of God,” we read in 
1 Peter 5:6. This we can do by realiz- 
ing fully that in ourselves we are noth- 
ing; our lives have value only as they 
are emptied of self. As we find self 
trying to gain the ascendancy in our 
lives, we may come to God and beseech 
Him to empty us of self and fill us with 
Himself. We must cease trying to de- 
throne self; if the Spirit has full pos- 
session there will be no room for self. 
“I am crucified with Christ: neverthe- 
less I live; yet not I, but Christ liveth in 
me: and the life which I now live in 
the flesh I live by the faith of the Son 
of God, who loved me, and gave himself 
for me” (Gal. 2:20). 

If we study the revelation of God in 
His Word and in nature—and then look 
at ourselves—we cannot but be humbled 
as we realize the vast gulf between 
God's infinite perfection and our sinful 
selves. 

If we are willing to see ourselves as 
we really are, we shall know the im- 
possibility of attaining tru@ humility in 
our own power, and we shall ask God 
to make us humble. It may not be an 
easy process, for our wills are stubborn 
and pride is not easily subdued. God 
may have to take from us many of the 
things that we value highly. But if we 
accept His work in us, we shall see re- 
sults in greater usefulness and personal 
blessing. 

As I look into my own life, I believe that 
God allowed some experiences so as to 
bring me into humbler relationship to 
Himself and others. I look with shame 
at some of the difficult experiences of 
my life from which it seems to me now 
that God wanted to teach me humility, 
but I did not learn. I see from the ex- 
periences in recent days that I needed 
criticism and misunderstanding in cer- 
tain service for the Lord, to bring me 
nearer the place He wants me to be; but 
I have wanted to defend myself—indeed, 
have done so—instead of accepting the 
reproofs and misunderstandings in a 
meek and quiet spirit. 

One who is humble in the sight of 
God and his fellow men does not expect 
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praise because he feels himself un- 
worthy of it; he quietly accepts blame 


-because he recognizes his.own insuffi- 


ciency. In his desire to serve God and 
others, he never feels that he is being 
asked to do more than his share in 
church or home duties and activities. 
He is willing to serve to the limit of 
his ability, even though he may be third 
or fourth choice for the task. His speech 
is not studied and filled with pretense, 
but is natural, unassuming, and from 
the heart. He is ready to give an an- 
swer to the faith that is his, and his 
trust is wholly in Christ for daily living 
as well as for salvation. 

It takes much “humbling” for most 
of us before we really become humble. 
But if we are willing for God to work 
out His will for us in this, He will ac- 
cept our desire, and, even though it 
may need to be through chastening or 
trial, He will continue to work in us - 
so that our lives may be pleasing to 
Him. 

“An humble and a contrite heart, O 
God, thou wilt not despise.” 

CHICAGO. 

we 


Prize-Winning Contests 
(Continued from second page) 


supplication with thanksgiving let your 
requests be made known unto God” 
(Phil, 4:6), and, “My God shall supply 
all your need according to his riches in 
glory by Christ Jesus” (Phil. 4:19)? Ifa 
dignified, straightforward presentation 
to God’s people of the needs of the in- 
stitute and earnest prayer that He may 
move the Hearts of His stewards to sup- 
ply the need will not bring in the neces- 
sary funds, surely no blessing can be 
expected from doubtful and worldly 
means and unbelieving donors, 


we 
This Year's Children's Day 


ENGTHY preparation and rehearsal 

of little ones for your Children’s 
Day program can be lessened consider- 
ably through the use of one of two 
Children’s Day services prepared by 
Mary Brainerd Smith. They are entitled 
“The Hills of God” and “God’s Over- 
flowing Measure.” In convenient four- 
page leaflet form, each of these Chil- 
dren’s Day services contains responsive 
Scripture readings for the whole school, 
special responses and recitations for the 
various departments, and hymns with 
words appropriate to Children’s Day set 
to familiar hymn tunes, thus making 
the learning of special music unneces- 
sary. 

These Children’s Day services each 
cost 25 cents a dozen or $2 a hundred. 
They may be had from The Sunday 
School Times Company, 325 N. 13th 
Street, Philadelphia 5. Please specify 
which service you prefer. 
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International Uniform Lesson 





LESSON 10. JUNE 5. MANASSEH’S SIN AND REPENTANCE (Temperance) 


2 Chronicles 33; printed text, verses 9-20 
Golden Text.—Teach me to do thy will, for thou art my God: thy spirit is good, lead me into the land of uprightness.—Psa. 143:10 


Tue K1nG JAMES VERSION 

2 Chron. 33:9 So Manasseh made Judah and the inhabitants 
of Jerusalem to err, and to do worse than the heathen, whom 
the Lorp had destroyed before the children of Israel. 

10 And the Lorp spake to Manasseh, and to his people: 
but they would not hearken. 

11 Wherefore the Lorp brought upon them the captains 
of the host of the king of Assyria, which took Manasseh 
among the thorns, and bound him with fetters, and carried 
him to Babylon. 

12 And when he was in affliction, he besought the Lorp 
his God, and humbled himself greatly before the God of 
his fathers, 

13 And prayed unto him: and he was intreated of him, 
and heard his supplication, and brought him again to Jeru- 
salem into his kingdom. Then Manasseh knew that the 
Lorp he was God. 

14 Now after this he built a wall without the city of David, 
on the west side of Gihon, in the valley, even to the entering 
in at the fish gate, and compassed about Ophel, and raised 
it up a very great height, and put captains of war in all 
the fenced cities of Judah. 


15 And he took away the strange gods, and the idol out 
of the house of the Lorp, and all the altars that he had built 
in the mount of the house of the Lorp, and in Jerusalem, 
and cast them out of the city. 

16 And he repaired the altar of the Lorp, and sacrificed 
thereon peace-offerings and thank-offerings, and commanded 
Judah to serve the Lorp God of Israel. 

17 Nevertheless the people did sacrifice still in the high 
places, yet unto the Lorp their God only. 

18 Now the rest of the acts of Manasseh, and his prayer 
unto his God, and the words of the seers that spake to him 
in the name of the Lorp God of Israel, behold, they are written 
in the book of the kings of Israel. 

19 His prayer also, and how God was intreated of him, and 
all his sins, and his trespass, and the places wherein he built 
high places, and set up groves and graven images, before 
he was humbled: behold, they are written among the sayings 
of the seers. 

20 So Manasseh slept with his fathers, and they buried 
him in his own house: and Amon his son reigned in his stead, 
Lessons based on International Sunday School Lessons; the Inter- 


national Bible Lessons for Christian Teaching, copyrighted by 
International Council of Religious Education. 





The Lesson as a Whole 

By J. C. Macaulay, D.D. 

Approach to the Lesson 
UR lesson has some very interest- 
O ing historical background. 

In 2 Chronicles 33:11 we are told 
that the captains of the Assyrian army 
took Manasseh to Babylon. This, then, 
was not a full-scale invasion, with the 
king of Assyria taking part, but a smaller 
force engaged in a minor operation. But 
why should the Assyrians take the king 
of Judah to Babylon? 

At this time Babylon was tributary to 
Assyria. Indeed Sennacherib, who at- 
tempted the capture of Jerusalem in 
Hezekiah’s day, had made his son, Esar- 
haddon, his representative in Babylon. 
On the death of Sennacherib at the hands 
of the other two of his sons, Esarhaddon 
had moved against the assassins. and 
mounted the throne of Assyria. He it 
was who transported colonists from 
Babylon and other parts into Samaria, 
so destroying the distinctive existence 
of the northern tribes as a people, after 
their having been without a king of 
their own since the captivity of Hoshea 
in 722 B.C. 

Naturally, the troops that transported 
the colonists from Babylon would them- 
selves come from Babylon, and would 
return thither. It is evident that the 


same expeditionary force strengthened 
the Assyrian hold on the whole region 
of Syria, and Esarhaddon includes Ma- 
masseh (Minasi) among the kings who at 


that time submitted to him. It seems 


- likely, then, that Manasseh’s captivity 


took place in connection with’ the col- 
onizing of Samaria, and this, according 
to Talmudic tradition, was in the twenty- 
second year of Manasseh’s reign. (See 
commentary by Keil and Delitzsch, in 
loco. Twenty-five volumes, published 
by Wm. B. Eerdmans Pub, Co., Grand 
Rapids 3, Mich.) 

Now the indications are that the cap- 
tivity of Manasseh was of short duration. 
Because of his repentance, God gave him 
favor in the eyes of his captors, so that 
he was soon released. That means that 
he still reigned for about thirty-three 
years, in the fear of the Lord. This is 
contrary to the general impression that 
his repentance came near the end of a 
long reign of wickedness. The stamp of 
the earlier years of fanatical promotion 
of heathen practices is what remains. 
Indeed, in the account of his reign in 
2 Kings 21, his repentance and restora- 
tion are not so much as mentioned. 
Later reference to Manasseh is always 
linked with his sin which made the guilt 
of the nation beyond escape from judg- 
ment. The captivity which came fifty 
years after the death of Manasseh is still 
attributed to his sin, 


Verse by Verse 
2 Chron. 33:9.—‘So Manasseh made 


Judah .,. to err... worse than the 
heathen .. . before the' children of Is- 
rael.” For “made to err” read “seduced.” 


Here was demonic subtlety. God fre- 
quently insists that it was as a judg- 





ment upon the nations of Canaan that 
He drove them out before the Israelites. 
See, for instance, Deuteronomy 9:4, 5. 


Verse 10.—‘And the Lord spake. . 
but they would not hearken.” For what 
the Lord said to Manasseh see 2 Kings 
21:10-16. Manasseh’s response was more 
sin, especially shedding innocent blood. 


Verse 11.—“Wherefore .. . the captains 
. of the king of Assyria ... took 
Manasseh among the thorns ... to 
Babylon.” The northern empire of As- 
syria was still in the ascendency. For 
“among the thorns” and “with hooks,” 
a figurative expression that likens Ma- 
nasseh to a captured fish or animal— 
especially the latter, subdued by means 
of a hook or ring through its nose. The 
fetters were double chains of brass 
fastened to the legs. 


Verse 12.—“. . . in affliction, he be- 
sought the Lord .. . and humbled him- 
self greatly .. .” Penitence at last, after 
so many years of abandonment to in- 
iquity. “While the lamp holds out to 
burn, the vilest sinner may return.” 


Verse 13.—“. . . heard his supplication, 
and brought him again to Jerusalem 
... Then Manasseh knew that the Lord 
he was God.” Among the apocryphal 
books, which were never received into 
the Hebrew Bible but appear in the 
Septuagint and Vulgate versions, is 
“The Prayer of Manasses,” It is a later 
production, expressing some religious 
writer’s conception of the prayer of the 
sin-stricken king. 
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Verse 14—‘“Now after this he built a 
wall without the city of David ... and 
put captains of war in all the fenced 
cities of Judah.” The restored king, who 
had apparently neglected his duties as 
defender of the city, now sought to re- 
pair the damage of that neglect, and 
strengthened the defenses. 

Verse 15—“‘And he took away the 
strange gods . . . and cast them out of 
the city.” His repentance was real, for 
he eagerly set about ridding the Temple 
and the city of all the idolatrous altars 
and shrines that he had erected. He 
“turned to God from idols” (1 Thess. 1:9). 

Verse 16.—“And he repaired the altar 
of the Lord... and commanded Judah 
to serve the Lord God of Israel.” The 
people whom he had seduced into idol- 
atry he called back to the worship of 
God, setting a royal example by bring- 
ing his offerings to the house of the 
Lord. 

Verse 17.—“Nevertheless the people did 
sacrifice still in the high places .. .” 
The people, now accustomed to other 
worship centers, were not easily per- 
suaded to give them up. However, they 
now used these “high places” for the 
worship of Jehovah instead of the 
heathen deities. It was a compromise 
which made the drift back to idolatry 
very easy. 

Verse 18.—“Now the rest of the acts 
of Manasseh, and his prayer . . . in the 
book of the kings of Israel.” While the 
heart of the words of the seers is pre- 
served for us in 2 Kings 21:10-15, the 
prayer has not come down to us. The 
apocryphal prayer, already referred to, 
cannot be accepted as genuine. 

Verse 19.—“His prayer also . , . be- 
hold, they are written among the say- 
ings of the seers.” Apparently the story 
of Manasseh became a favorite subject 
for religious writers, and the Chronicler 
was familiar with these works. The 
canonical accounts do not enlarge upon 
detail as uninspired literature is prone 
to do. 

Verse 20.—“So Manasseh slept . . . and 
Amon his son reigned in his stead.” The 
mention of Amon’s succession reminds 
us that the evil influences of Manasseh’s 
earlier days, like the flesh in every 
Christian, were quick to spring up again. 


Outline of the Lesson 

1. Manasseh’s wickedness (2 Chron. 33: 
1-10) 

2. Mana§Sseh’s downfall (v. 11) 

3. Manasseh’s restoration (vs. 12, 13) 

4. Manasseh’s amends (vs. 14-16) 


The Heart of the Lesson 


It is hard to understand how a man as 
good as Hezekiah could have a son as 
bad as Manasseh, It would have been 
better for Hezekiah and the nation if he 
had submitted to die when Isaiah told 
him to get ready for the end, for it was 
during the fifteen years added to his 
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Last Week’s Lesson 
9. (7) May 29.—Hezekiah Meets a 
Crisis. 
2 Chronicles 31 and 32; Isaiah 36 to 39 
Next Week’s Lesson 
11. (9) June 12.—Young King Josiah. 
2 Chronicles 34; Nahum 








life that Manasseh was born. It is not 
for us to pass judgment and offer ex- 
planations. We can only say that true 
piety is not hereditary, and that godly 
fathers must be careful to train their 
children in the ways of the Lord, taking 
nothing for granted. 

Manasseh’s record of sin is almost 
without parallel. The first ten verses of 
the chapter from which our lesson is 
drawn make sorry reading. But over 
against this dark background we see the 
amazing grace of God. The humiliation 
of Manasseh in being transported to 
Babylon like a captured wild animal 
was indeed the chastening of God. But 
it was also the: instrument of God to 
bring this king who was almost insane 
in his heathen fanaticism to his right 
mind, and to lead him to repentance. 
That God could forgive and restore such 
an abandoned sinner carries hope for 
all. Therefore let us not despair of any, 
but insist on the words of the Lord Jesus, 
“Him that cometh to me I will in no 
wise cast out” (John 6:37). 

Nevertheless, there are some things 
that even the grace of God cannot do. 
It cannot recall the wasted years: it 
cannot undo the influences exerted dur- 
ing the years of sin. Manasseh might 
do all in his power to restore the wor- 
ship of God which he had cast out, and 
to cast out the idolatry which he had 
established, but he could not eradicate 
heathenism from the hearts of the peo- 








Questions for Teacher and Class 


By J. C. Macaulay, D.D. 
HO was king of Assyria when 
Manasseh was taken prisoner? 
2. Why was Manasseh taken to Ba- 
bylon rather than Nineveh? 
3. What was Manasseh’s sin? 
4. How long did Manasseh continue to 
lead the nation into sin? 


5. With what event in the history of 
the northern tribes is the captivity of 
Manasseh linked? 


6. What is meant by the phrase, “took 
Manasseh among the thorns”? 

7. What two reforms did Manasseh in- 
stitute after his return from Babylon? 

8. In what sense can Manasseh’s re- 
ligious reform be regarded as defective? 

9. Where are the words of warning 
given to Manasseh by God’s servants 
preserved for us? 

10. Where is the prayer of Manasseh 
preserved for us? 


( Answers on page 418) 
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ple where it had been deeply sown. 
Thus it required only the withdrawal 
of royal restraint to plunge the nation 
once more into orgies of idolatry. More- 
over, the guilt which Manasseh brought 
upon the nation was not erased, and the 
judgment, while postponed, inevitably 
fell. As Dr. W. Graham Scroggie says 
in his Scripture Union Notes on this 
portion, “Repentance and forgiveness do 
not carry with them the power to arrest 
the consequences of our evil-doing.” Let 
us take warning. We cannot sin with 
impunity. 


Topics for Development 


Better To Die in God’s Will Than To 
Live in Self-Will. Mariasseh was the 
fruit of a good man’s self-will. Heze- 
kiah had reigned magnificently in the 
fear of God, and the blessing of God 
had rested upon him abundantly. He 
fell sick, and the Prophet Isaiah was 
sent to tell him to put his house in 
order for he was to die. Hezekiah re- 
belled and began to argue with God 
that he did not want to die. God gave 
him his way. Had he submitted to death 
at the word of the Lord he would have 
been saved two tragedies. First, he 
would not have been betrayed into that 
boastful display of his treasures to the 
delegation from Babylon, and he would 
not have begotten the son who scourged 
the nation with his squalor of iniquity 
and sealed its doom. How much better 
it is to accept God’s way than to have 
God grant us our way! Read the stony 
in Isaiah, chapters 38 and 39. 


An Incomplete Work. When Manasseh 
returned from his exile he set about re- 
versing the order of things which he 
had established. In verse 15 of our 
lesson it is stated that “he took away 
the strange gods, and the idol out of 
the house of the Lord, and all the altars 
that he had built . . . and cast them 
out of the city.” Notice that nothing is 
said of his destreying all this idolatrous 
equipment. He only took them away 
and cast them out. But leaving them 
intact was inviting their future use, and 
when Amon, his son, succeeded him as 
king he lost no time in restoring them 
to their places of prominence. So we 
read that “Amon sacrificed unto all the 
carved images which Manasseh his father 
had made, and served them” (v, 22). 

Josiah, who followed Amon, did not 
make the same mistake as Manasseh, but 
when he began to purge Judah and 
Jerusalem he did a complete work of 
it, not only taking away the idols and 
images, but breaking them in pieces and 
making dust of them and strewing the 
dust upon the graves of the idolaters 
(34:4). 

We must give sin no quarter. We 
must not only remove our idols, but 
see that they are destroyed and rendered 
incapable of being restored to their 
former place of worship. Or, to express 
it in New Testament language, “Make 
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not provision for the flesh, to fulfil the 
lusts thereof” (Rom. 13:14). 


Practical Applications 

He who sows self-will will reap shame. 
Remember Hezekiah and Manasseh. 

Piety is not hereditary. The child of 
the godly needs training and discipline, 
plus the new birth. 

“Where sin abounded, grace did much 
more abound” (Rom. 5:20). Do not de- 
spair of the vilest sinner. 

Pardon revokes the penalty of sin, but 
not its consequences. Do not trifle with 
sin, 

Make a clean sweep:of your idols, lest 
you or another be tempted to raise them 
up again, 


Golden Text 

Psa. 143:10.—“Teach me to do thy will; 
for thou art my God: thy spirit is good; 
lead me into the land of uprightness.” 
We cannot truly call God our God un- 
less we make His will the objective of 
our lives. And let us be sure of this, 
that the Holy Spirit will never lead us 
into any line of action that is not com- 
pletely upright, for He is the Spirit of 
good, and not of expediency. 
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From the Platform 
By Joseph Edwin Harris 


SuctéesteD HyMNS 


“Tell Me the Old, Old Story” 
“Wonderful Love That Rescued Me” 
“Softly and Tenderly Jesus Is Calling” 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Holy 
and merciful Father, who hast been so 
patient with us, we thank Thee for the 
tender mercies by which Thou art ever 
seeking to draw us to Thyself. Forgive 
us that we turn so often to ways of 
self-will and sin. Help us to heed Thy 
gentle call and may we not compel Thee 
to use stern means with us. Make Thy 
Word in this lesson a mighty force to 
bring many to repent today. Give us 
the hearing ear for all Thou hast for us 
just now. To the sick and distressed, 
the sad and the needy, give befitting 
mercies; and to all of us give the loving 
heart and the open hand ready to serve 
human need. Bless all who give out the 
Gospel, meeting the needs of Thy serv- 
ants in every place, that Thy Word may 
go forward prosperously. Revive us and 
all Thy people that we may be zealous 
and faithful as witnesses to Christ in 
our time, and grant all our right desires 
through our blessed Saviour. Amen, 
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After the Lesson.—Manasseh was the 
bad son of a good father, an Old Testa- 
ment prodigal who went deep into sin, 
came into great trouble, found great 
mercy, and became greatly changed. 
Why the son of such a godly king as 
Hezekiah should have been so wicked 


miss) HIS prastic Measures 


is not told us, but he may have been 
the companion of bad friends and ad- 
visers who led him far astray. Why he 
should have been saved is more mys- 
terious than why he should have been 
so sinful. We wonder if his salvation 
was in answer to prayers his father had 
offered for him when he was only a 
child. 

But to get Manasseh to repent, the Lord 
had to be very severe, letting him be 
deported as a captive to Babylon. Then, 
like the Prodigal, he came to himself, 
turned to the Lord, was mercifully de- 
livered, and restored to his kingdom. 
God’s goodness in giving Manasseh a 
godly father did not turn him to the 
Lord, and this finally compelled God to 
use severity to get this sinner to repent. 
If we are wise, we shall hear God’s 
voice in His goodness and mercy and 
turn to Him early, lest we drive Him 
to use the rod of affliction upon us. 
“Softly and tenderly Jesus is calling” 
all girls and boys under Christian in- 
fluence and teaching. Patiently he waits 
for our response. But if we harden our 
hearts and “heed not His mercies,” we 
may compel His love to prepare a rod 
under which we shall smart greatly in 
later life. Therefore, “remember now 
thy Creator in the days of thy youth, 
while the evil days come not.” You 
can save yourself much needless suffer- 
ing later by turning to the Lord now 
and holding fast to Him all your days. 


Cautcary, ALTA., CAN. 
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The Busy Men’s Corner 


By Tom M. Olson 


“So Manasseh made Judah . . . to do 
worse than the heathen .. .” (2 Chron. 
33:9).—Fifteen years were added to 
King Hezekiah’s life in answer to his 
tearful prayer (Isa. 38), but strange to 
say nothing to his honor is recorded 
as done by him after his recovery from 
his illness. 

Instead, he erred in showing the am- 
bassadors from Babylon everything in 
his house (Isa. 39). Then, too, it was 
during these added years that Manas- 
seh was born. In all likelihood, if Heze- 
kiah had been able to foresee the awful 
depths of wickedness to which this son 
was going to descend, he would not have 
desired those added years. 

Another has said: “Better by far to 
die childless than beget a son such as 


‘ 
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Manasseh proved to be. We must not 
presume to judge God’s honored serv- 
ant, but it does appear as if he would 
have done better to have meekly sub- 
mitted to God’s will in his sickness. He 
could surely: have left it with God to 
care for the succession, as he knew the 
covenant made with David, ‘ordered in 
all things and sure,’ and have spared the 
nation that he loved, the tears and blood 
(to say nothing of God’s honor in the 
matter) that his desired descendant 
brought them to.” 


“And the Lord spake . , . but they 
would not hearken” (2 Chron. 33:10).— 
It affords the Lord no pleasure to exe- 
cute judgment on the wicked. It is His 
strange work (Isa. 28:21). The Lord, 
through His prophets, spoke to Manas- 
seh and the people of Judah. He gave 
them ample time to repent, and to put 
away the evil of their doings. 

He is doing the same thing today. He 
knows all about the wickedness being 
committed throughout the world, but “is 
longsuffering to us-ward, not willing 
that any should perish, but that all 
should come to repentance” (2 Pet. 3:9). 
He has commissioned His servants to go 
“into all the world, and preach the gos- 
pel to every creature.” He would have 
all men “come unto the knowledge of 
the truth” (1 Tim, 2:4). The goodness 
of God should lead men to repentance. 

But where “the riches of his goodness 
and forbearance and longsuffering” are 
despised, the sinner piles up for himself 
“wrath against the day of wrath.” 

It has been pointed out that some per- 
sons have a false idea about repentance. 
They think God is going to compel them 
to repent. A man said to his pastor, 
“Pastor, it has never struck me yet.” 
“What has never struck you?” asked the 
minister. “‘Well,” he replied, “some peo- 
ple it strikes, and some it doesn’t. There 
Was a great deal of interest in our town 
a few years ago, and some of my neigh- 
bors repented, but it never struck me!” 

That man thought that repentance 
was coming down some day to strike 
him like lightning. What a shock he 
received when the preacher told him 
that it was something he had to do, or 
perish! (Luke 13:3, 5.) 

The beginning of repentance is the 


sight of the goodness of God. “It is,” 
says Alexander Whyte, “the sight of 
Jesus Christ that does it. It is when 


I take my own heart, with its self-love 
and self-seeking, and envy and grudging 
(and uncleanness) and lay it alongside 
the holy heart of my Lord. Then I 
abhor myself and repent in sackcloth and 
ashes.” Then, too, is the time one rests 
on the finished work of the Saviour on 
the cross. For always remember: the 
penitence that is not carried through to 
Salvation is nothing, 


“ . . the captains ... took Manasseh 
among the thorns, and bound him with 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


fetters .. .” (2 Chron. 33:11).—“Taking 
Manasseh among the thorns,” says Dr. 
Robert Jamieson, “may mean, as is com- 
monly supposed, that he had hid him- 
self among a thicket of briers and bram- 
bles, and we know that the Hebrews 
sometimes took refuge from their en- 
emies in thickets (1 Sam. 13:6).” 

And they bound him with fetters, and 
took him to Babylon! From king to 
a captive! From palace to a dungeon! 
From home to the enemy’s land! What 
a sad history for the son of a godly 
father! And all because of flagrant 
wickedness and crass stubbornness in 
refusing to heed divine warnings! He 
threw caution, precept, and example to 
the winds. Now, he must reap the whirl- 
wind. 

A man asked his servant to sow barley 
in his field. The servant sowed oats. 
The master asked why he sowed oats. 
The servant replied, “I hoped to grow 
barley.” The master said, “What a fool- 
ish idea! Who ever heard the like?” 
The servant replied, “You yourself con- 
stantly sow wild oats—the seeds of evil 
—and yet expect to reap the fruits of 
virtue.” God says, “Whatsoever a man 
soweth, that shall he also reap” (Gal. 
6:7). 


“And when he was in affliction, he 
besought the Lord his God ., .” (2 Chron. 
33:12).—It often takes severe affliction 
to make sinners reflect upon their ac- 
tions, and repent, and believe the Gos- 
pel. Some must be brought to the very 
gates of death, and given a vision of 
the awfulness of a lost eternity, before 
they will respond to God’s overtures of 
mercy, 

In his degradation and suffering, Ma- 
nasseh found time for reflection and re- 
pentance. He humbled himself “greatly” 
before God. He prayed fervently, made 
supplication, and entreaty; and made the 
vital discovery that Jehovah was God. 
His idols were of no avail to him in his 
extremity. The true and living God 
graciously restored him to his throne; 
and he lived to bring forth fruit that 
demonstrated his change of heart. He 
was enabled to undo much of the evil 
he had wrought in Judah. 

A Negro Christian once told his pas- 
tor: “I was as blind as a brute that 
knows nothing at all. I have lived in 
awful wickedness without thinking that 
it was wicked. But when I heard God’s 
Word, I said, What is this? My Lord 
and God whe deserves no punishment 
goes and allows Himself to be punished 
for me, sheds His blood and dies for me! 
In the light of this, everything I have 
done up to this time is repulsive to me; 
and I long to spend the remainder of 
my days honoring Him by doing His 
will.” 

Amazing grace! how sweet the sound, 

That saved a wretch like me! 
I once was lost, but now am found, 
Was blind, but now I see. 


Wawona, CALIF, 
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Say, Fellows,— 
Wade C. Smith's Boys’ Class 


AY, fellows, the definition of “smart 

aleck” is “a forward person whose 
conceit of smartness leads to ill results.” 
Then I suppose we may call Manasseh 
a royal smart aleck, for surely his folly 
led to ill results. He was only twelve 
years old when he succeeded Hezekiah, 
his father, to the throne of Judah. He 
was surrounded by great wealth and 
every luxury. His father “had exceed- 
ing much riches and honour: . , . treas- 
uries for silver, and for gold, and for 
precious stones, and for spices .. . and 
for all manner of pleasant jewels; store- 
houses also for the increase of corn, and 
wine, and oil; and stalls for all manner 
of beasts, and cotes for flocks. More- 
over he provided him cities, and posses- 
sions of flocks and herds in abundance: 
for God had given him substance very. 
much” (2 Chron. 32:27-29). 

It would be only human nature for 
the young king to grow up with the 
idea that the world was at his feet. 
Riches and power and exalted position 
do not make for wisdom. Our Lord 
warned against these when He said, 
“The deceitfulness of riches choke the 
word” (Matt. 13:22), and it certainly did 
that very thing with Manasseh, for he 
did away with the worship of God which 
his father had re-established, and set 
up altars of worship to Baalim and other 
heathen gods; “also he built altars [to 
heathen gods] in the house of the Lord, 
whereof the Lord had said, In Jeru- 
salem shall my name be for ever. And 
he built altars for all the host of heaven 
in the two courts of the house of the 
Lord. And he caused his children to 
pass through the fire in the valley of the 
son of Hinnom: also he... used enchant- 
ments, and used witchcraft, and dealt 
with a familiar spirit, and with wizards: 
he wrought much evil in the sight of 
the Lord, to provoke him to anger” (@2 
Chron. 33:3-7). The meaning of the 
name Manasseh is, “One who causes to 
forget.” His mother, Hephzi-bah, may 
have given him that name for a good 
purpose, but it worked out otherwise, 
for he surely did cause the people of 
Judah, his subjects, to forget Jehovah, 
the God of his father and of David. 

Manasseh little realized that in his wild 
excesses in sin and idolatry he was forg- 
ing the chains that would bind him as 
a captive prisoner of the king of Bab- 
ylon. But that is just what happened. 
“And the Lord spake by his . . . prophets, 
saying, Because Manass¢h king of Judah 
hath done these abominations, and hath 
done wickedly above all that the Amor- 
ites did, . .. and hath made Judah also 
to, sin with his idols: therefore thus 
saith the Lord God of Israel, Behold, 
I am bringing such evil upon Jerusalem 
and Judah, that whosoever heareth of 
it, both his ears shall tingle . . . and I 
will wipe Jerusalem as a man wipeth 
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a dish, wiping it, and turning it upside 
down . . . and deliver them into the 
hand of their enemies; . . . because they 
have done that which was evil in my 
Sight .. .” (2 Kings 21:10-15). 

The Assyrian hosts besieged Jerusalem, 
sacked the city, and among many cap- 
tives the king himself was bound with 
chains (fetters) and taken to Babylon. 
Think of Manesseh, whom God had so 
wonderfully blessed, being led in chains 
like a poor beast in front of the review- 
ing stand where sat Esarhaddon with 
his royal court of Babylon. How far 
he had fallen from his luxurious palace 
in Jerusalem! 

Fellows, you just cannot trifle with 
God and get away with it. Manasseh 
had .plenty of time to think it over in 
his lonely Babylonian dungeon. In his 
wild career he had come bang up against 
the stone wall of reality. He saw what 
a tragic mistake he had made. Then he 
did the wisest thing he could do. He 
got down on his knees and confessed 
his sin to God and begged forgiveness. 
And God forgave him. 

Oh, how patient and longsuffering God 
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is; and how gracious to forgive—and 
even restore—when the sinner is peni- 
tent and confesses and begs for pardon! 
God moved upon the heart of the king 
of Babylon to send Manasseh back to Je- 
rusalem, not as supreme king of Judah 
as he had been before, but as a puppet 
king, paying tribute to Assyria. How- 
ever, he was free to restore the worship 
of God in Judah, and he set about it 
with all earnestness and vigor. Manas- 
seh had learned his lesson the hard way, 
but he had learned it. “Then Manasseh 
knew that the Lord he was God” (2 Chron. 
33:13). Altogether he reigned longer 
than any other king over Judah—fifty- 
five years. Manasseh’s life emphasizes 
the wisdom of a familiar passage in the 
Psalms, “Wherewithal shall a young man 
cleanse his way? by taking heed thereto 
according to thy word” (119:9). 


WEAVERVILLE, N. C. 
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My Class of Girls 


By Vivian D. Gunderson 


FTER two Sundays of studying the 

good life of King Hezekiah, it is a 
shock to find that his son, Manasseh, did 
more wickedness than any other king 
of Judah! Manasseh reigned fifty-five 
years, longer even than Uzziah, the only 
other king who reigned over fifty years. 
And during most of his fifty-five years 
Manasseh was as bad as he could be. 


Manasseh was only twelve years old 
when his father died, and no doubt evil 
men gathered around the young king, 
influencing him to do wrong. Yet there 
were godly people left in Judah, some 
of whom must have tried to influence 
him to do right, as his father had done 
before him. The young king chose to 
follow his evil counselors. This ruined 
his own life and caused the people to 
sin until God said He would not pardon 
them, but would send them into cap- 
tivity for their sins. How different the 
history of Judah might have been if 
only Manasseh had been a godly man 
like his father! 

Read 2 Chronicles 33:1-5. Manasseh 
seems to have adopted every kind of 
idolatry he heard about. You remem- 
ber his father’s first act as king had been 
to get the Temple repaired so that the 
worship of the Lord could be restored. 
But Manasseh spent the greater part of 
his life undoing all his father’s reforms, 
and leading the country into all the 
wickedness that goes with idolatry. I 
want you to stop a minute here at verse 
5 to get a little picture given us in Ezek- 
iel 8:15, 16. We just read in 2 Chronicles 
33:5 that Manasseh “built altars for all 
the host of heaven in the two courts 
of the house of the Lord.” Here in Ezek- 


el we get a glimpse of the worshipers 


of the host of Heaven. They have their 
backs toward the Temple of the Lord as 
they worship the sun toward. the east. 
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How literally they turned away from 
the Lord! 

Now let us read 2 Chronicles 33:6-10. 
This wicked king even had an_ idol 
placed in the Temple itself! An idol 
set up in the very Temple of the God 
who had commanded, “Thou shalt not 
make unto thee any graven image”! 

God had promised Israel the land of 
Canaan on condition that the nation was 
faithful to Him. The ten tribes had 
already lost their part of it because of 
idolatry and other national sins. Now 
Manasseh is leading Judah into the very 
same sins, and in even greater measure. 
Second Kings 21 tells us that he shed 
much innocent blood, in addition to all 
the sins we read about here. 

Think what a terrible thing it was for 
God’s Chosen People, Israel, to have 
become so wicked that He says they 
were worse than the heathen who had 
lived in Canaan before He gave the 
land to Israel. God had destroyed those 
nations for these very sins. He had 
sent the ten tribes into captivity for 
them; and now He sends warning after 
warning to King Manasseh and his peo- 
ple, but they would not hearken. After 
a record like this, God’s judgment must 
come, 

Now read 2 Chronicles 33:11-13. King 
Manasseh was carried away captive to 
Babylon, to taste what his whole coun- 
try would have to endure about fifty 
years later. He was taken among thorns, 
and bound with fetters. This must have 
caused him terrible suffering. When I 
was a child a friend invited me to spend 
the night with her in their fresh hay. 
I thought this would be much nicer than 
going to bed as usual. But I did not 
sleep very well that night, and before 
morning decided that playing in the hay 
by day was much better than sleeping 
in it at night. Why? Because there 
were sharp thorns and thistles gathered 
in among the hay. 

Now Manasseh was among the thorns, 
and the Palestine thorns are much longer 
and sharper than those growing around 
here. No doubt he had many wounds, 
and being bound with chains was un- 
able even to brush off the flies from 
them. In his agony he turned to the 
Lord his father had served, the one 
whom he had so greatly displeased. He 
prayed earnestly, and humbled himself 
greatly. He did not just say flippantly, 
“I’m sorry for all the bad things I’ve 
ever done.” No, he confessed his sins 
with deep repentance. God heard his 
prayer and relieved him from his misery, 
causing the king of Assyria to put him 


_back on the throne of Judah, 


Read 2 Chronicles 33:14-20. Manasseh 
proved that his repentance was real by 
spending his declining years trying to 
undo the damage he had done before 
God sent him into captivity. He took 
the idol out of the house of the Lord, 
and cast out all the altars to the sun 
and to Baal and all the other heathen 
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idols. But why, oh, why, did he not 
destroy them completely? Later on his 
son replaced them, and idol worship 
went on again. However, Manasseh did 
repair the altar of the Lord, and offered 
sacrifices there, commanding the people 
also to serve the Lord. As a humbled, 
broken man, the king repented. And we 
are glad that he did. But if only he 
had repented after his first wrong act, 
how much better his life would have 
been! He repented too late in his career 
to undo the harm that he had done. 

Girls, it is wonderful when someone 
who has spent his life in sin repents 
and gets saved. But it is far more won- 
derful when a young person is saved 
and then lives her whole life for God. 
No matter how sorry Manasseh was for 
his past life, nor how truly he turned 
to God, he could never say, as did the 
Apostle Paul, “I have fought a good 
fight.” No, his life was a failure, even 
if his soul was saved, 

Is there any girl here who has not 
yet repented of her sins and accepted 
Christ as Saviour? If there is, will you 
not this morning come to Him for sal- 
vation and start a life which you'll be 
glad to look back on when you “get to 
the end of the way”? 

It seems to me that Manasseh’s life 
stands out as a warning also to those 
of us who are saved to repent at once 
of anything wrong that we have done, 
and to confess it to God. This will 
put us right with the Lord so that our 
lives may be a blessing to others. I am 
always happy to see anyone after class 
who wants to be saved, or who wants 
to get into closer touch with the Lord. 
Let us pray. 

FERNDALE, WASH. 


ys 
The Illustration Round Table 


Rules for submitting illustrations for this 
department may be had upon request from 
the Editors, The Sunday School Times, 
325 N. 13th St., Philadelphia 5. 

A list of the iessons for the entire year 
may be had for 15 cents a copy, or $1.50 
a dozen, postpaid, from the same address. 
Not a Calamity but a Blessing.—Teach 

me to do thy will; for thou art my God: 
thy spirit is good; lead me into the land 
of uprightness (Psa. 143:10, Golden 
Text). “Oh, General, what a calamity!” 
exclaimed his chaplain to General 
“Stonewall” Jackson when the latter lost 
his left arm in battle; to which the 
General, thanking him for his sympathy, 
replied: “You see me wounded, but not 
depressed, not unhappy. I believe it 
has been according to God’s holy will, 
and I resign entirely to it. You may 
think it strange, but you never saw me 
more perfectly contented than I am to- 
day, for I am sure my Heavenly Father 
designs this affliction for my good. I am 
perfectly satisfied that either in this life 
or in that which is to come I shall dis- 
cover that what is now regarded as a 
calamity is a blessing. I can wait until 
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God, in His own time, shall make known 
to me the object He has in thus affiict- 
ing me. But why should I not rather 
rejoice in it as a blessing and not look 
on it.as a calamity at all? If it were 
in my power to replace my arm, I would 
not dare to do it unless I could know 
it was the will of my Heavenly Father.” 
—From L. E. Maxwell, in Christian 
Digest. Sent by Grace Robinson, Topeka, 
Kans. 


The Captain’s Prayer.—Teach me to 
do thy will; for thou art my God: thy 
spirit is good; lead me into the land of up- 
rightness (Psa. 143:10, Golden Text). The 
voyages of an old sea captain from New 
Bedford, Mass., often took him to a lonely 
area off Cape Horn. One morning, out 
in the broad reaches of the ocean there, 
the wind was hard and the sea was 
heavy. “Why not head north?” the sea 
captain thought. He did, and two hours 
later he came upon two lifeboats carry- 
ing eleven men. They were the sole 
survivors of the crew of a vesse] that 
had burned two weeks before. The sea 
captain said about that experience: “No 
matter where I am, I start each day with 
this prayer, ‘O God, use me today to 
help someone else.’ I believe that on 
that morning off Cape Horn, God put 
into my mind the idea to change the 
course of my ship. By doing so, God 
used me to save the lives of eleven men 
who couldn’t last much longer.” How 
wonderfully God might use you if you 
made the sea captain’s prayer your daily 
prayer, “O God, use me today to help 
someone else”!—From Sunday Digest. 
Sent by John G. Hunsberger, Philadel- 
phia. ° 


Manasseh’s Lost and Found Record.— 
So Manasseh (2 Chron, 33:9, 20). 
For most of his reign Manasseh— 
L ed others astray (v. 9) 
O verthrew his father’s good work (v. 3) 
S lew his son and many others (v. 6; 2 
Kings 21:6, 16) 
T urned from God to idolatry (vs. 3, 
5, 7) 
But at the end he— 
F elt the burden of his sin and guilt ‘v. 
12) 
O pened his heart to God in penitence 
and prayer (vs. 12, 13, 19) 
U ndid all the harrn he could (vs. 15-17) 
N ewly lived to serve his God (vs. 13- 
16). Then 
D ied and is in Paradise (v. 20). 
—From Elisabeth Edmunds, Hailsham, 
Sussex, Eng. 


God’s Lament.—And the Lord spake to 
Manasseh, and to his people: but they 
would not hearken (2 Chron. 33:10). In 
a runaway a wagonload of gypsies, 
mostly women and children, fell into 
a swollen river. One courageous gypsy 
boy made a desperate effort to save his 
mother. He swam to where she was 
and did everything in his power to res- 
cue her, but she clutched him as only 
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a drowning person can, and this hin- 
dered him from saving her, so that she 
was drowned. At her funeral the boy 
bent over her and cried _ bitterly, 
“Mother! Mother! I tried my best to 
save you, but you would not let me. 
You would not let me.” And surely the 
Lord can say the same thing to every 
unrepentant sinner: “I loved you, I 
died for you, I have done everything 
an omnipotent God could do to-try to 
save you, but you would not let me! 
You would not let me!”—Condensed 
from Sword of the Lord. Sent by B. M. 
Dobbin, Richmond, Kans. 


“Go Down, To Go Up.”—When he was 
in affliction, he besought the Lord his 
God, and humbled himself greatly (2 
Chron. 33:12). When I was in London 
I had the thrilling experience of climb- 
ing up the 637 steps into the magnificent 
dome of St. Paul’s Cathedral. About 
nine-tenths of the way up, just at the 
base of the dome, there is an exit that 
brings one outside onto a promenade 
with a marvelous view of the city. If 
a person is to climb to the apex of the 
dome on which the great golden cross 
is erected, he has to go back inside 
through a very small door on which 
there is a sign containing these words: 
“Go down, to go up.” It is everlastingly 
true that for those people who have 
faith in God, it is possible to turn a 
descent into an ascent, to rise to greater 
spiritual heights after having gone down 
into the depths. It is possible, as in the 
case of Manasseh, to turn disaster, to 
spiritual gain, to go up by going down. 
—From Church in the Home. Sent by 
J. A, Clark, Southport, Eng. 


A “Praying” Gangster Saved.—And 
when he was in affliction, he besought 
the Lord his God, . , . and prayed unto 
him: and he was intreated of him, and 
heard his supplication (2 Chron. 33:12, 
13). Human sin passes understanding. 
Anthony Zeoli, though a Roman Catholic 
who was faithful in attendance at Mass, 
was a dope fiend and crook who would 
pick the pockets of his kneeling fellow 
worshipers. He said: “I used to pray 
morning and night. I would not pull 
off a job with any other criminal un- 
less I first prayed about it. I would tell 
my pals to pray before we burglarized 
a house. When they said they knew no 
prayer, I told them the prayer to pray.” 
Zeoli’s career as gangster,and gunman 
in the Philadelphia underworld brought 
him finally to prison. There a New Tes- 
tament fell into his hands, which two 
young, colored converts explained to 
him. As a result, he fell to his knees, 
crying, “God be merciful to me, a sin- 
ner.” It was a fresh illustration of 
divine mercy, for in a moment the old 
life and its appetites had passed away 
forever. The next day he went into the 
prison yard to preach the Gospel ,.. . 
and became a flaming evangelist—From 
Good News Broadcaster. Sent by B. M. 
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NEGRO PREACHERS 


need and welcome sound Bible training. God 
is making a mighty impact on Negro churches 
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Dobbin, Richmond, Kans. Prize illustra- 
tion. 


Toying With Sin—And he was in- 
treated of him, and heard his supplica- 
tion, and brought him again to Jeru- 
salem into his kingdom (2 Chron. 33: 
13). A Liverpool fisherman [in 1917] 
read that the British Government paid 
twenty-five dollars to any boat that cap- 
tured and towed in a floating mine. 
Recently, while out in his small boat, 
he hailed a passing ship, according to 
the New York Sun. “I’ve got a big 
mine in tow,” he said, “I can’t handle 
it. Please tow it in for me.” “Take 
the infernal thing away quick!” shouted 
the captain, “It’ll blow us all up.” “No, 
it won’t; it’s harmless,” the fisherman 
shouted back. “I knocked the horns 
off with an oar.” The horns of a mine 
are the contact points. The moment 
they are touched the mine explodes. 
The fisherman, ignorant of his danger, 
had knocked them off. About once in 
a hundred times, says the Sun, a mine 
has a bad detonator, and this mine was 
one of that sort; it did not explode. The 
fisherman got his twenty-five dollars, 
plus some good advice. A good many 
men think they can handle and tow 
along with them the mine of sin. They 
think they can “knock the horns off” 
without injury to themselves. They 
never can, though once in a while a 
sinner like Manasseh, towing a mine, 
has the experience of getting to port 
safely through his repentance and ac- 
ceptance of the forgiving grace of God. 
—From Charles Gallaudet Trumbull, in 
The Sunday School Times. Sent by Al- 
bert Mygatt, Axtell, Kans. 
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For Junior Teachers 
By Ruth E. Dow 


Topic and Scripture: 
What Changed a King (2 Chron. 33:10-13, 15) 


EHOBOAM, Asa, Jehoshaphat, Joash, 

Uzziah, Hezekiah. Can you tell one 
thing about each of these kings as I 
name them again? Perhaps you remem- 
ber Ahaz, too. 

Hezekiah’s son, Manasseh, had a differ- 
ent story from any of them, though he 
started out a good deal like Grandfather 
Ahaz. (Draw on the blackboard the 
numeral 12, an altar with smoke ascend- 
ing, some stars, and links of a chain.) 
Manasseh became king when he was only 
twelve. He did not have a good priest 
to help him love the Lord, as did young 
Joash. I am afraid he was a spoiled 
prince who got his own way too much 
when he was a little boy. It is a ter- 
rible list of sinful things he did when 
he got the power in his own hands. He 
built up the places for worship on the 
hills, which his father had torn down. 
He built altars for Baal and other gods. 
He worshiped the stars. He made his 
own children pass through fire. He set 
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an idol in the very house of God, and 
made altars to the stars in the courts, 
or yards, of the Lord’s house. He killed 
people who objected, till the city of 
Jerusalem was full of murders. 

The Lord sent prophets to warn him 
that just as the country of Israel to the 
north had been destroyed for their sin, 
Jerusalem and Judah would be taken 
by their enemies. And it happened! 
King Manasseh himself was taken pris- 
oner and carried off in chains to far- 
away Babylon. That was terrible pun- 
ishment for a spoiled king! He had time 
to think things over—as you do when 
your mother sends you up to your room 
when you get bad and won't listen to 
good advice. I suppose he wondered 
why all this happened to him. He began 
to see things right. He prayed to the 
Lord and was very humble. Perhaps he 
remembered what his father had said, 
“The Lord your God is gracious and 
merciful, and will not turn away his 
face from you, if ye return unto him” 
(2 Chron. 30:9). Perhaps he remem- 
bered the prayer of his ancestor David 
after he had sinned: “Create in me a 
clean heart, O God; and renew a right 
spirit within me” (Psa. 51:10, Memory 
Verse). 

Strange things happened! Manasseh 
was sent back home to be king again! 
Then Manasseh knew that the Lord was 
God. He took away the idol gods and 
all the altars he had built, and fixed up 
the altar of the Lord. Then he made 
offerings to the Lord, and told the peo- 
ple of Judah to worship the Lord God. 

Is anything too hard for the Lord? 
Does He keep His promises? Does it 
pay to learn to do right when you are 
young? What is a good prayer when 
you have done wrong, even a terribly 
wrong thing? (The Memory Verse.) 

Boys and girls, you will not get to 
be king or queen of the United States, 
nor probably even a president! But 
there is one thing that you do become 
king or queen over. Your life! But if 
even now you are stubborn with your 
mother and father, and will not do as 
they advise you, if even now you are 
putting other things as idols in your 
heart temple instead of God, look out! 
Your kingdom, your life, will have some’ 
kind of smashup. Maybe you wonder 
why “everybody picks on you,” and you 
think it is all their fault and not yours 
at all. Put the real King, the Lord Jesus, 
in His place, and then you will have 
a happy kingdom (life) to rule over. 
Start right now with the clean heart 
prayer, and mean it. Then when trou- 
ble does come, you will have Someone 
to help. (Quote last week’s Memory 
Verse.) 

Orono, MAINE. 

3 


Please pray for the contributors and 
staff of The Sunday School Times, and 
for God’s blessing on its contents. 








Lesson for June 5 


For Primary Teachers 
By Helen E. Odenwelder 


OD can do anything He wants to do 

—anything! Do you remember what 
He did that was unusual in the lesson 
we studied last week? Right! He sent 
His angel to kill and scatter the army 
(Assyrians) that had set themselves up 
against God’s people. The army from 
that same country set themselves against 
God’s people another time. But did God 
send His angel then? No, indeed. He 
did not want to do so. Let us see what 
happened. 

The king about whom we studied last 
week (Hezekiah) loved the Lord God 
with all his heart. He did everything 
he could to please God. After he died, 
his son became king. His son’s name 
was Manasseh. Let us say that name 
together so we will not forget it. Ma- 
nasseh. Let us have the boys say it. 
Now the girls will say it. Yes, his name 
was Manasseh. We'll all say it together. 

Though Manasseh had a good father 
who loved the Lord God sincerely, Ma- 
nasseh did not follow in his father’s 
steps. You remember that good King 
Hezekiah tore down all of the altars 
where make-believe false gods were 
worshiped. He caused the people to 
worship the true and living God of 
Heaven. But Manasseh, pitifully enough, 
rebuilt the altars and permitted his 
people to worship the make-believe gods 
of the heathen. 

Manasseh did other terrible things, too. 
For example, he apparently threw one 
of his sons into a furnace. This was 
the custom of the near-by pagan nations. 
Instead of raising his people to God’s 
standard, King Manasseh was. stooping 
to their level. He did something else 
that displeased God. He had dealings 
with evil spirits and practiced witch- 
craft. Probably he tried to look into 
the future and tell his people what was 
going to happen later on. God is per- 
fectly able to reveal the future if He 
wants to do so; but for men to seek to 
know what He is going to do simply so 
they can proudly reveal God’s secrets 
to others is entirely wrong. And God 
was displeased with Manasseh because 
of this, 

Then Manasseh did something that we 
hate even to mention. He built a false 
make-believe god and set it right in the 
Temple of the true and living -God. 
Imagine that! What more terrible thing 
could Manasseh have done? These awful 
Sins are almost too terrible for us to 
think about. Can you imagine how God 
must have felt? 

One of the awful things about sin is 
that it does not affect only the one per- 
son who sins. Oh, no! Manasseh alone 
did not turn to worshiping make-believe 
gods. All of the people of his land be- 
gan worshiping them, too. The very 
same people whom God had miraculously 
rescued from the Assyrian army were 
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now worshiping gods who had eyes but 
could not see; gods who had ears but 
could not hear; gods who had mouths 
but could not speak. 

God was displeased. God spoke to 
Manasseh and to his people (2 Chron. 


33:10). But they paid no attention to 
Him at all. Then again the enemy’s 
army (Assyria) came tramp, tramp, 


tramping up to the city of God’s people. 
But did He send an angel this time to 
kill them? No, He did not! The As- 
syrians captured Manasseh and all of 
his people. They put them in chains. 
It is believed that the Assyrians put 
hooks through the noses of Manasseh 
and his people and led them away to 
their country. Tread, tread, tread. Off 
across the hot desert scuffed the king 
—mile after mile after mile. Scuff, 
scuff. Tread, tread. 
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Manasseh had plenty of time to think. 
He doubtless thought about the false, 
make-believe gods he had built. They 
could not help him now. Their hands 
were of wood and stone and gold. But 
such hands could not move. Their glassy 
eyes could see nothing. Surely there 
was no use for Manasseh to pray to them. 
Their deaf wooden ears could hear noth- 
ing. 

But King Manasseh had learned about 
the true and living God from good King 
Hezekiah, his father. He knew of God’s 
holiness. He knew that the Lord God 
of Heaven has a loving heart. He has a 
forgiving heart. So we have the record 
that when Manasseh was in distress he 
did the most important thing. He re- 
alized he had done wrong. He confessed 
his terrible wrongs to his Father in 
Heaven. He asked for forgiveness, Be- 
cause God knew Manasseh’s heart and 
saw that he was absolutely sincere, God 
forgave him. God brought him back 
to his own city. And Manasseh knew 
that He was the true and living God. 


LANCASTER, PA, 
Vd 


This Week's Questions Answered 


(The questions are on page 411) 


1, Esarhaddon. 

2. Babylon at that time was a province 
of Assyria, which Esarhaddon had gov- 
erned before he became king. 

3. Establishing the worship of Baal and 
other idolatries in Judah (2 Chron. 33: 
2-7). 

4. According to the Talmudic tra- 
dition, which corresponds with other 
historical notices, the captivity of Manas- 
seh was in the twenty-second year of 
his reign. So he led the people into sin 
for twenty-two years. 

5. The colonizing of Samaria with cap- 
tive peoples from Babylon and other 
parts of the Assyrian empire. 

6. A better translation is, “with hooks” 
or “with rings,” a phrase used to describe 
the capture of a wild animal. 

7. Military (v. 14) and religious (vs. 
15, 16). 

8. It did not destroy the idols, nor do 
away with the high places (v. 17). 
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9. Second Kings 21:10-15. 

10. We have only an _ apocryphal 
“Prayer of Manasses” which was prob- 
ably composed long after the days of 
Manasseh, 
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Nuggets for Your 
Temperance Teaching 


By Helen G. H. Estelle 
President, Woman's Christian Temperance Union 
of the State of New York 

Manasseh spent all ihe early years of 
his life sowing wild oats. What could 
he reasonably expect but disaster? Re- 
garding an individual or a nation that 
sows to the wind, as the Bible says, 
“They have sown the wind, and they 
shall reap the whirlwind.” (Read the 
whole verse of Hos, 8:7 and discuss thor- 
oughly.) 

How wonderful our Lord is when he 
stops us short on the road to destruction! 


Freeze fruit juice cubes, such as grape, 
raspberry, or loganberry juice, in the 
ice cube tray of your refrigerator. These 
add color and flavor to lemonade or fruit 
drinks. 


Dr. Haven Emerson of New York, who 
is an outstanding authority on public 
health and speaks from years of study, 
points out that alcohol is a habit-form- 
ing drug, and that it poisons the human 
system. He reports that its food value 
is fictitious; that, as a medicine, it is 
dangerous and its use as such is steadily 
diminishing; that it dulls and deterio- 
rates the mind; that it is a direct cause 
of disease and shortens human life; and 
that a taste for liquor is not inescapable, 
because it is not hereditary. 


Death of Hero Attributed to Alcohol. 
—‘“He Was a Hero to Everyone but Him- 
self,” was the caption of a news story 
concerning the death of Ira Hayes, an 
American Indian hero of modern war. 
One of the Marine flag raisers on Iwo 
Jima, at the climax of World War II, 
Ira Hayes was found dead (January 24) 
on an Indian Reservation in Arizona, at 
the age of thirty-two. 

The doctor’s verdict: “Over-exposure 
to freezing weather—too much alcohol.” 
It is reported that he started drinking 
when he was in the service of his coun- 
try. Once hé was found on Chicago’s 
skid row, wandering, drunk and inco- 
herent, without shoes. Later he landed 
in custody of Alcoholics Anonymous, His 
testimony was: “I’ve had a lot of chances, 
but when things start looking good, I 
get that craving for alcohol and foul 
out.” 

An unidentified policeman, who once 
picked him up for drunkenness, supplied 
the statement that writes his epitaph, 
“He was a hero to everyone but himself.” 

What price liquor? More tragedies are 
in the making today among our armed 
forces, 
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What Bible battle cry should we 
adopt?—“And I looked, and rose up, and 
said unto the nobles, and to the rulers, 
and to the rest of the people, Be not ye 
afraid of them: remember the Lord, 
which is great and terrible, and fight 
for your brethren, your sons, and your 
daughters, your wives, and your houses” 
(Neh, 4:14). 


“Thank God every morning you get up, 
that you have something to do, whether 
you like it or not. Being forced to work 
and do your best will breed in you tem- 
perance, self-control, diligence, strength 
of will, contentment, and a hundred 
other virtues that the idle will .never 
know.”—Charles Kingsley. 


What About Prosperity Founded on 
Wrong?—“Woe to the crown of pride, 
to the drunkards of Ephraim, whose glo- 
rious beauty is a fading flower, which 
are on the head of the fat valleys of 
them that are overcome with wine! Be- 
hold, the Lord hath a mighty and strong 
one, which as a tempest of hail and a 
destroying storm, as a flood of mighty 
waters overflowing, shall cast down to 
the earth with the hand. The erown 
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of pride, the drunkards of Ephraim, 


shall be trodden under feet” (Isa. 28: 1-3). 


Perhaps we are like the man who 
wrote to a newspaper, “I voted for beer 
advertising, but I had no idea they would 
go as far as they have. Now we can't 
even listen to a ball game without lis- 
tening to it. I wish it would come up 
again to be voted on. You know how 
a lot of us would vote.” He had sat and 
watched his grandchildren keeping time 
to a beer jingle and wiping their lips 
in imitation, when seeing the sparkling 
beverage poured enticingly on TV. He 
feared for the future, and well he might, 
for these dear ones of his may some day 
be attacked by that mad dog, alcohol. 


M 
The Young People’s 


Prayer Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 





Sunday, June 5 


1. What Makes Friendship Click? 
(Prov. 17:17, 18; John 15:12-17) 


Topics are copyrighted by the International 
Society of Christian Endeavor, and are 
used by permission. 

HREE topics have been selected to 
direct our thoughts along the over-all 
theme of “Friendship, Courtship, and 
Marriage.” The order is a logical one, 
for it is among our friends that we shall 
most naturally find the one who will 
eventually be our life partner. This 
does not mean, of course, that young peo- 
ple are to view every friend and ac- 
quaintance of the opposite sex as a mar- 
riage possibility. To do so is to put an 
unhealthy emphasis on friendship. How- 
ever, it is in our unassuming and natu- 
ral friendships that we get to know in- 
dividuals, see them under all sorts of 
circumstances, and learn whether or not 
they have those qualities that inspire our 
respect and confidence, make us like to 
be with them, and it is such knowledge 
and understanding that will be of real 
value in determining whether or not 
certain friendships are to grow into 
deeper regard. “Love at first sight,” 
striking like a bolt of lightning, may 
sound very romantic in novels, but it is 
more often infatuation rather than real 
love, which needs the firm foundation of 
mutual understanding and comradeship 
that do not come overnight. 
Se 
The highest and best example we 
have of true friendship is that of the 
Lord Jesus Christ for His disciples. In 
John 15 we have the Lord’s own com- 
ments on that friendship, and perhaps 
its most striking characteristic is seen 
in verse 16 of that chapter, “Ye have 
not chosen me, but I have chosen you.” 
It was not that the disciples loved Him 
and chose to follow Him that made their 





TIOWELL BIBLE LIBRAR 5) 419 


friendship so unique, but rather the fact 
that He chose them, It is “not that we 
loved God but that he loved us” (1 John 
4:10). Likewise in our imperfect friend- 
ships, of which Christ is the perfect ex- 
ample, the highest form consists in lov- 
ing, rather than in being loved. 


Another principle seen in our Lord’s 
friendship with His disciples is found 
in verse 14. A true friend delights to 
do those things that his friends desire. 
Lest we think that this was a one-sided 
arrangement between the Lord and His 
disciples, we should note that He had 
pledged Himself also to do what they 
asked (John 14:13, 14). In our earthly 
friendships, pleasing our friends does not 
mean a blind, foolish slavery, but it 
does mean that, insofar as our other 
obligations permit, and particularly 
insofar as it does not violate our obli- 
gations to Christ, we will endeavor to 
do those things that will please our 
friends. Ye 


Still another principle in friendship is 
seen in verse 15. True friendship is 
based on mutual confidence. Where this 
is lacking there can be no real friend- 
ship. ve 


The Scriptural portion from Proverbs 
17 brings us three principles in true 
friendship that should not be overlooked. 
The first has been suggested above and 
is here simply stated as “a friend loveth” 
(Prov. 17:17). This is not the cheap 
sentiment that is often called love today, 
and about which many of our popular 
songs are written. It is not infatuation. 
It is a deep regard inspired by respect 
and confidence. ve 


Friendship displays a love that en- 
dures “at all times” (v.17). We have all 
doubtless known some who are “fair 
weather friends.” When everything is 
going well with us, or when there is 
something we can contribute to their en- 
joyment and pleasure, they are willing 
and glad to include us in their circle. 
The true friend, however, shows no 
change in attitude or regard, no matter 
what may be the particular climate 
through which we may be passing at 
the moment. In fact, a true friend’s 
consideration and concern for us will, 
if anything, be increased in times of 
difficulty or adversity (v. 7). 


ve 

In Proverbs 18:24 we read, “A man 
that hath friends must shew himself 
friendly.” As you have considered some 
of the qualities of true friendship out- 
lined in God’s Word, how do you meas- 
ure up as a friend? Will you ask Christ 
to make you the kind of friend to others 
that He wants you to be, so that at all 
times your friends may see Him in your 
conduct, and through your friendship 
will get to know Him and love Him? 


PHILADELPHIA, a 
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In the Heart of the Beautiful Berkshire Hills 
MONTEREY, MASS, 


JUNE 20 TO SEPTEMBER 5 


Pastors Conference—June 20 to June 23 
Free except registration fee $2.00 


Camp for Girls—June 27 to July 11 

Camp for Boys—July 11 to July 25 

General Conference—July 25 to September 5 
Careful supervision and a well-planned schedule 
for the boys and girls. 
Excellent meals -Splendid accommodations— 
Three buildings reserved for adult guests during 
boys and girls weeks. 
Prayerfully chosen speakers throughout the en- 
tire conference—men of God attended with 
power and blessing. 

For particulars write 


R. J.“Pop” Courtney, Pres., Monterey, Mass. 
New York-New Jersey Readers 


A Christian formerly living in New York City has three 
burial plots in Rosemount Memorial Park, Newark, N. J. 
Now living in New England, needs money and desires 
to sell. Perpetual care included. Write Adv. No. 726, 
Sunday School Times, 325 N. 13th St., Phila. 5, Pa. 
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* Famous Pocket Quarterlies 


Based on the Uniform Series of the International 
$. S. Lessons — for ali Depts. 


True ix: Whole Bible 


Designed tofit the pocket, in size and 
price. 4% x 6%, 68 pages, each more 
than 25,000 words, handy size makes 
them easy to carry —hard to lose 
Can be conveniently studied dur- 
ing the week. They save time— 
win souls and build character. Each 
only l4c. 
FREE! Write today for full par- & 
ticulars of our famous pocket quarterlies and other 
unique Sunday school lesson materials and supplies. 
All fully described in our big FREE ca<alog which 
includes Bibles, books, greeting cards, mottoes, 
calendars, etc. 


THE HIGLEY PRESS, Dept. C-7, Butler, Ind. 








For Family Worship 
By Ernest M. Wadsworth, D.D. 





Daily Bible Readings on the International 
Lessons, issued by the International 
Sunday School Lesson Committee. 


May 30 to June'5 


Mon.—2 Chronicles 33:1-9. : 
Judah’s Worst King: 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS:*“Manasseh” made™ 
Judah and the inhabitants of Jerusalem 
to err, and to do worse than the heathen, 
whom the Lord had destroyed before 
the children of Israel.” The son of good 
King Hezekiah outdid the wickedness of 
his predecessors. Yet the Lord heard 
the cry of even this monstrous sinner 
when he came into the woes of the sins 
of his youth (vs. 18, 19). Bunyan, in 
his “Grace Abounding,” mentions God’s 
grace to “Jerusalem sinners.” The Lord’s 
grace is such that He has saved many 
of “the Devil’s castaways.” Pray for 
some remarkable converts to Christ in 
your community. 


Tues.—2 Chronicles 33:10-20. 
Manasseh’s Tardy Repentance. 
PRAYER SuGcestTions: “And when he 
was in affliction, he besought the Lord 
his God, and humbled himself greatly 
before the God of his fathers, and prayed 
unto him: and he was entreated of him, 
and heard his supplication, and brought 
him again to Jerusalem into his king- 
dom. Then Manasseh knew that the 
Lord he was God.” The holy record 
speaks loudly for the mercy of God to 
miserable sinners. Some others of us 
have reason to sing, “O to grace how 
great a debtor; daily I’m constrained to 
be!” Pray for deeper appreciation of 

the saving mercy of the Lord. 


Wed.—Galatians 6:7-10. 
Reaping the Harvest. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: As surely as 
smoke and fire go together, so “what- 
soever a man soweth, that shall he also 
reap.” Sowing to the flesh makes it 
necessary to reap corruption. Only those 
who sow to the Spirit reap life everlast- 
ing. Strange that we hear so few ser- 
mons on the consequences of sin and the 
rewards of holy living. Pray that min- 











durin 
derfu 


informatien. 
HARVEY CEDARS BIBLE CONFERENCE, 





Cake the whole family 


ON A WONDERFUL VACATION 


To HARVEY CEDARS 


BIBLE CONFERENCE! 


THERE’S STILL TIME! Get your registration in quick for top-notch conference weeks 
July and August. FREE attractive folder gives complete details about the won- 
climate, the excellent hotel service, the exciti 
hymn sing and Bible study hours. Address Aj Oldham 


recreation facilities and the 
director, for complete 


Harvey Cedars, New Jersey 
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isters may use God’s truth as an instru- 
ment to divide between soul and spirit, 
as well as information to enlighten the 
understanding (see Heb. 4:12). 


Thurs.—Isaiah 1:10-20. 
' A Call to Repentance. 
PRAYER SuGcEsTIONS: “Put away the 
evil of .your doings from before: mine 
eyes; céase to do evil.” Repentance is 


-anre than contrition. Contrition is sor- 


row for things done; but one act of con- 
trition is not repentance. Repentance 
is sorrow for sin against God and all 
others, and such a hatred of it as to 
loathe and leave it completely, by vir- 
tue of the gift of grace from God. Mel 
Trotter used to say, “The Lord did some- 
thing in my life years ago that spoiled 
me for sin and sinning.” Have you had 
such a “washing: of regeneration”? 
(Titus 3:5.) Pray for more sin-aban- 
doning sinners in your community. 


Fri.—Proverbs 23:29-35. 
Danger in Strong Drink. 
PRAYER SvuGcEsTIONS: “At the last it 
biteth like a serpent, and stingeth like 
an adder.” God thus warns us. If it 
were only for this text it would be worth 
the while of every Christian disseminat- 
ing the Book of Proverbs. God gives 
the world, in Proverbs, the counsel of 
His wisest human being. None before 
or after has spoken so wisely to the 
young. Pray that the words of this Book 
of Wisdom may find its way into the 
hands of millions of young persons. Pray 
for the Prayer League’s editions for 
servicemen and Sunday school pupils. 


Sat.—Psalm 94:11-22. Not Forsaken. 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “When I said, My 
foot slippeth; thy mercy, O Lord, held 
me up.” God is as near. as your cry. 
There is not a word in your tongue but 
God hears it. Why are we so unwilling 
to tell God all our trouble? Why do 
we refrain so often and for so long in 
pouring out our hearts before Him? 
“Every thing by prayer and supplication 
with thanksgiving” is the rule for every 
child of God (Phil. 4:6). Pray for the 
spirit of prayer. Ask God to give you 
more of the childlike spirit, 


Sun.—Proverbs 3:7-12. 
Reproving in Love. 
PraYeR SvuGcesTions: “Whom the 
Lord loveth he correcteth; even as 
a father the son in whom he delight- 
eth.” God knows if we are left to 
ourselves we shall be brought to 
shame and shamefulness. If human 
discipline is lacking, God is sure to 
step in and reprove saint and sinner. 
Had Moses’ wife’s father corrected her 
on time, she would never have- had 
to endure divine discipline. Let par- 
ents learn from God, and not from 
men of the world, how to discipline 
their children. Pray for courage and 
love needful for the unpleasant task 
of correction. 
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